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really falbulous. 


What Is SPARK? It's how to stay fab on the go. 
Follow cutting edge trends with @= 


video clios from FASHION TELEVISON. 
Get drink recipes, video clips of hot models, 


and keep up with the latest in entertainment news. Plus, 
browse hundreds of thousands of songs [& 
and download full music tracks, | 


all on your phone: The next big thing just came out. SPARK. — iesre0 
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East Coast Adventure: 


As the much-anticipated summer 
*months approach, we are no longer 
considered snowbirds when it comes 
to vacation planning. Quite often at 
=m this time of year, we begin thinking of a 
= summer holiday here in Canada. Travel 
pwithin our own borders affords us 
many advantages, not the least of 
which include no customs and 
immigration hassles and no exchange 
rate disadvantages to water down the 
value of our holiday spending dollars... 


Charles C. Richards House 
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia 


Actor-writer Nick Green 
is gradually adjusting to life 
in Alberta. Coming from 
Lotusland, Alberta can be 
a bit of a culture shock. It 
builds character, we gay 
Albertans like to say... 
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Youth AIDS Forum: 


| had an epiphany while attending the United Nations Association of Canada’s 

It’s Time to Act Youth Forum on HIV/AIDS on April 7 and 8 this year. | knew that 
the way HIV evolved to specifically target the immune system that would 
otherwise be responsible for eradicating it from the body was biologically 
brilliant... 


Keep your cool this summer! 
| - 
We'll do it with 
_ time to spare. 
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OUT is |N! 


OUTHtv is now carried as all digital channels are with cable 
and satellite providers across Canada, in packages or as a 
standalone service, for a fraction of the original cost. 


Contact your local cable or satellite 
provider to subscribe today! 


ISION Contact your local cable or satellite 


provider to subscribe today! 


PUBLISHER’S COLUMN 


By Roy Heale 


Sometimes, when you are watching television, you 
end up channel hopping—searching for something 
worth watching amongst your hundred plus channel 
options—and you can be richly rewarded with a really 
great program. That’s exactly what happened to me on 
April 9, late in the evening, when | accidentally 

happened upon a show about cruising the Caribbean. 
The program was already in progress and at first, | 
didn’t really know what | was watching, but something 
intrigued me enough to stay with it for a few minutes. 


At first glance, it appeared as though | had tuned into 
another travel show, but | soon discovered | was watching 
All Aboard! Rosie’s Family Cruise. This ninety-minute 
documentary is a well-produced, down to earth, real 
account of the first-ever 2004 cruise for gay and lesbian families in America. 
Organised by Rosie and Kelli O’Donnell aboard Norwegian Cruiseline’s 
Norwegian Dawn, this first cruise required two years of planning. Aboard there 
were sixteen hundred passengers, all gay and lesbian families plus their extended 
family members and friends. Departing from New York, they docked in gay- 
friendly Key West, Florida and a slightly less receptive Nassau, Bahamas and other 
tropical destinations in the Caribbean. 


It was the unique personal narratives and stories from the passengers that first 
caught my attention. These on-camera personal interviews made me realise | was 
watching a story about a gay cruise, but not the usual RSVP singles party cruise. 
| was hooked and my channel hopping came to a swift conclusion as | landed on 
HBO for the duration of this show. 


Guests were enjoying the usual amenities of a luxury cruise liner—great enter- 
tainment, sports activities, sunbathing and gourmet cuisine—but these families 
also were experiencing something uniquely different. This vacation was also a 
forum for the passengers to share resources and information about the topic of 
gay parenting, a subject that in the States is much more difficult to access relevant 
information than it is here in Canada. 


These exchanges ranged from discussions and conversations like Being a Dad 
in a Mum’s World, a seminar on adoption choices, growing up straight in a gay 
household and dealing with straight peer pressure, surrogate mothers and sperm 
donors. Not the usual vacation past-times but somehow in this instance they 
were eye-opening revelations, which seemed perfectly natural discourse for these 
one-of-a-kind families on holiday together. Our natural gay feeling of being 
different or unusual was quickly dispelled as these families were surrounded by 
kindred spirits enjoying some respite from the ‘real’ world, while cruising the high 
seas. Emotions flowed, new friendships developed and all under the watchful eyes 
of the down-to-earth and caring lead parents Rosie and Kelli who were accom- 
panied on board by their four children. 


Rosie says her mission for the cruises is to welcome gay families and family 
members who love them, noting, “It is, in my opinion, what America is really 
about.” According to what | observed in this well directed documentary, mission 
accomplished! One can only hope American President George W was watching 
to learn the true meaning of the word “family”. 


Adds Rosie, “ [Documentary director] Shari Cookson managed to perfectly 


and honestly portray the joy, the 
drama and the sheer crazy fun of this 
amazing adventure that Kelli and | 
shared with hundreds of wonderful 
families. Best of all, the film reminds us 
that families can come in all shapes and 
sizes and that the things we all have in 
common far outweigh our differ- 
ences.” 


Last year’s cruise with 2200 passen- 
gers made a stop in Halifax to recog- 
nise Canadian same-sex marriage 
legislation and allow many of the 
couples on board to tie the knot 
surrounded by their friends and 
families as witnesses. This year’s 
cruise has a capacity of 2600 people 
and Rosie and Kelli anticipate a sell- 
out. 


All Aboard! is a documentary that 
really demonstrates that the sexuality 
of a parent has nothing to do with 
competency or the ability to be a 
good parent. It is “must see” televi- 
sion for gays and lesbians around the 
world who are considering parenting, 
plus it is simply an eye-opening and 
enlightening gay experience. One can 
only hope that HBO realises the 
importance of this show and 
continues to provide repeat broad- 
casts on a frequent basis to allow 
more people to enjoy and learn from 
Rosie and Kelli’s amazing initiative. 
After all, very few people in the world 
can afford to take the risk and charter 
a luxury cruise ship then sit back and 
wait for the passengers to book and 
pay for their cabin. 


Thanks Rosie and Kelli for your 
vision, courage and dedication to 
same-sex parents and their struggles 
for a real family of their own. W 


For more information visit: 
HBO.com or KidRoProductions.com 
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Same Old Tune 


By John Coulbourn 


If, like me, you grew up ina certain era in a certain kind of home, you no doubt 
heard your mother intone, on more than one occasion: “He who pays the piper, 
calls the tune.” 


For the uninitiated, it was kind of a catch-all answer when one questioned 
parental authority—and in retrospect, it certainly had a nicer ring to it than “I’m 
bigger than you, bucko, and | have a better backhand.” 


And it seemed to work, at least for mom—but then, dear old mom wasn’t gay. 


If she had been, of course, she would have realized, as we eventually do that no 
matter how many times we pay the piper, we are expected to dance to someone 
else’s sad old tune. 


Take for example, the situation currently facing Little Sister’s Book and Art 
Emporium in Vancouver—from all reports, a legitimate, taxpaying business 
specializing in supplying, among other things, erotica to the gay and lesbian 
community, a segment certainly under-served in the erotica sections of local milk 
and convenience stores throughout the nation, it might be added. 


After years of harassment from the guardians of public morals at Canada 
Customs, Little Sister’s finally went all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada 
(at considerable expense, it might be added) to gain a ruling that agreed that 
Customs officials were harassing the bookstore by continued seizure of books 
and videos of an erotic and (gasp) homosexual nature. 


But despite subsequent instructions from the highest court in the land that 
Canada Customs change the way it dealt with the bookstore, Little Sister’s 
owner, Jim Diva (who, in a delightful bit of serendipity, might just have heard my 
mother recite that line about paying pipers) claims that things haven’t changed at 
all. 


So, it’s back to court again—and the big fight now seems to be: Who will pay 
the Piper when he insists on playing the same old tune? 


| 


DOORS OPEN AT 7 PM 


Little Sisters has already invested a lot of time and money in this battle—and 
they did win, after all. 


So this time around, they've gone to the Supreme Court to ask them to force 
the federal government—as the uberlord of the drones at Canada Customs—to 
pick up the cost of further legal battles. 


It’s a request that seems to be, on the surface of things, to be eminently fair, 
considering that this is a perfectly legal, taxpaying business (serving a whole cross- 
section of taxpaying citizens who are doing nothing illegal in patronizing said 
business, it might be added), persecuted, even harassed, by the officials of the very 
government to whom those taxes are paid. 


But why stop there, one wonders. Considering the fact that our Conservative 
government seems determined to revisit the whole same-sex marriage issue, 
maybe it’s time the Feds started paying the freight on all the forms of govern- 
mental persecution they have visited on the gay and lesbian community over the 
years. 


Up to this point, we have been the ones funding the fight for those rights, 
through donations to various defence funds and the like—and the record of our 
wins and losses would seem to suggest that the courts feel pretty strongly that 
gays and lesbians are full and equal citizens in this nation and deserve to be 
treated in a full and equal fashion. 


Despite the notion, fostered by politicians who catered to straight couples with 
children, that we are somehow freeloaders, we pay our taxes—in fact, we 
probably, as a community, pay a lot more taxes on a per capita basis. 


And if those tax dollars are going to be used to try to deny us our right to full 
and equal participation in society, then it seems only fair that we should no longer 
have to fund both sides of the fight. 


As a community, we've paid the piper more than once, and the tune we're 
calling is the one he is playing for everybody else. W 


John Coulbourn is a native Aibertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the 
Toronto Sun. 
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Suncta SING Monday, May 29 ' 
vents Proj ect The highly anticipated Vegas style drag show is back 


with all the glamour and zany hilarity that made it so 


Fim f Bowl spectacularly popular! There is no reason to go to ~ : 
p 4 Las Vegas to see a “world class” female impersonation extravaganza! We This monthly community 
have, once again, recruited Vancouver's creme de la creme, professional feature sponsored by 
Thursday, June 1 female impersonators to collectively donate their comedic, dancing and your friends at: 
acting talents for one night of wacky, stylish, camp fun that has to be 
Our most beloved event returns. experienced to be believed. The show takes place May 29th at the Stanley PUMPJACK 
Tickets $65 starting May 1st, Industrial Alliance Stage at 8PM, hosted by the very elegant but naughty 
price includes a hand made bow! Joan-E. The cast will feature Devana DeMille, Symone, Ella Jotie, Mandy 
to take home, while sampling Kamp, Willie Taylor, Vivian Von BrokenHymen (seen 
wonderful cuisine from Jocal ° "ght Coco, Milan, Robyn Graves, lona Whipp, 
restaurants and enjoying Yellow Jaylene, Connie Smudge (seen at far right), Helena 
Gx sy Tail wi hil ke j Handbag, Dana Madder, Jaylene, Kamella Toe, 
CCCWL I you parta € 1 4 Shannon Tirling, Tara Wilson and Hope Diamond. 
silent and live auction of bowls ge prepared to laugh till your sides hurt! 


fundraising created by BC's premiere 
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- ‘ Page Tickets - $32 available at Ticketmaster at 604.280-4444, 
results artisans in clay, wood and glass. — The Arts Club Theatre 604.687-1644 and Little Sister's. 
% Check Little Sisters for tickets or Proceeds to benefit the Shooting Stars Foundation 
visit www.alovinaspoonful.or in support of direct service AIDS agencies x 
gsP g www.shootingstarsfoundation.org Co-sponsors: 
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Queens of the Queen City 


By Rick Pollard 


It started as a film school 
assignment in 2004. In the last 
two years, Queen City has 
evolved into an award-winning 
documentary on the drag scene in 
Regina. The film has generated a 
wave of local media attention for 
the movie's energetic and person- 
able young director David Geiss. 
It has also placed the community's 
drag queens and kings firmly in 
the spotlight they crave. 


Geiss says that Queen City arose 
out of his own curiosity. “When | 
first started going to the gay bar, | 
didn’t know anything about drag 
queens. But as | met more and 
more of them, as some of my friends began to do drag, | became fascinated with 
them. Why do they do what they do? What's going through their heads? What 
motivates someone to put all this work into dressing up as a woman and lip 
synching to songs, night after night?” 


Geiss has always used art to record his observations of the world around him. 
One of his early student film efforts was a short satire of George W. Bush called 
Texas Tea Two. It didn’t take long for him to realize that the drag queens he was 
meeting would make for colorful characters in a film. 


The initial result of Geiss’ efforts was a twelve-minute short doc for his fourth 
year film class at the University of Regina. Shortly after the film was completed, 
he graduated with honours and began a career in the Regina television industry, 
including a stint as a background wrangler on the CTV smash hit Corner Gas and 
one as a field producer for 100 Saskatchewan Stories. But people wanted to see 
more of characters like Kricket Thyme and Yada Ya-Oughta-Book-Ahead. In 2006, 
thanks to the support of the Saskatchewan Arts Board and the Saskatchewan Film 
Pool Co-operative, Geiss was able to produce an expanded, forty-three minute 
version of Queen City. 


The student film was very campy, and very tongue-in-cheek, in keeping with the 
larger-than-life characters featured in the film. Geiss originally intended the 
expanded version to be in the same lighthearted vein. But, when he interviewed 
a number of queens for the film, he decided that the tone of the movie needed 
to change. “The queens really opened up to me when | did the interviews,” he 
explains. “I felt that, if | were to do them justice, | needed to take what they had 
to say seriously and to produce a more serious film about them. There’s still lots 
of show footage. But there’s more of a context to it now.’ 


The interviews with the queens in the film do provide some interesting 
insights. Kricket Thyme a.k.a. Thane, Regina’s former Miss Gay, reveals herself to 
be a jeans and Fshirt kind of guy in contrast to Kricket, who is more outgoing and 
vivacious. Nada Chance, the Spinning Duchess, a.k.a. Justin, notes that there are 
many people who talk to Nada who don’t talk to Justin. The local gay bar’s Dj, 
Gerard, reveals that he spends literally thousands of dollars a year on clothes, 
makeup and jewelry to transform himself into the outrageous YadaYa Oughta 
Book Ahead. 


All of the queens admit that they love the notoriety. Most of them say that 
their families are relatively accepting but complain that it’s harder to find an 
accepting boyfriend. Kricket notes that many straight men want to date a drag 
queen, but that “they want you to be in drag all the time”. Many gay men find it 
hard to accept that their partner dresses in drag. 


Sony, a recurring character in the film, gives voice to all of the gay men who 
have doubts about drag queens, although his judgment is harsher than most. 
“Drag queens can be a lot of fun at a party,’ he says, “but | never met one who 
had anything to offer anyone beyond that.’ At another point in the film, he 
complains bitterly that drag queens perpetuate stereotypes about gay men. 
“They make it harder for someone like me, someone who just wants to be an 
ordinary working person with a little bit of intelligence.” 


Geiss understands why some people think that drag perpetuates stereotypes 
about gay men. But he doesn’t agree. “Drag queens mock gender stereotypes by 
exaggerating them,” he says. They force us to question some of our basic assump- 
tions about masculinity and femininity. They show us that the lines aren’t as 
clearly drawn as some people think. It seems to me that drag queens don’t really 
perpetuate stereotypes; they undermine them.” 
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Queen City showcases another 
feature of drag culture in Regina 
that is not generally known or 
understood. All of the queens are 
volunteers. Nobody is ever paid 
for the work that they do. Nobody 
is ever compensated for the 
expenses that they incur. Every 
drag show in Regina is a fundraising 
event for charity. Even the local 
gay bar’s title-holders, Mr.and Miss Gay, are volunteers who raise funds for capital 


improvements to the Gay and Lesbian Community of Regina community building. | 


Every year, the Regal Social Association awards a number of $500 bursaries to 
queer or queer-positive students at the University of Regina. Thousands of dollars 
are raised each year for palliative care,AIDS treatment and queer community groups. 


Most of the queens interviewed in the film are very proud of the charitable 
work that they do. As one of them puts it, “They (the community groups) need 
help. We need notoriety. It’s a perfect fit.” 


The world premiere of the film was held in late February at the GLCR community 
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centre in Regina, where it was a smash hit—hardly surprising given the number — 


of community members who appear in the film. A second screening was held 
three weeks later at the Owl, the student pub on the University of Regina 
campus, just before Divas at the OwlV, the annual student bursary fundraiser. On 


‘ 


March 31, Queen City was screened at the Canadian National Youth Film Festival at — 


the University of Ottawa, where it won the award for Best Documentary. Geiss has ~ 


since struck a deal to air the film on the Saskatchewan Communications Network _ 
(SCN), the provincial government's educational television network. 


Since returning from Ottawa, Geiss’ life has been a whirlwind. Despite the — 


media attention, however, he has ironically had to take temporary work outside » ‘ 
the film industry until the next season of Corner Gas starts up again. Like most — 


Canadian artists, he struggles to survive 
from one job to another. But he takes it 
all in stride. “As someone once said, in 
Hollywood, people make movies to 
make money. But, in Canada, we beg for 
money to make movies,” he laughs. 


show your 


Geiss has little interest in a conven- 
tional film industry career at this point. 
As he puts it, “Hollywood can kiss my 
*ss.’ He’s already looking ahead to his 
next project idea, a film about the life of 
prominent gay activist Doug Wilson. 
Wilson first came to prominence in 
1975, while attending the University of 
Saskatchewan, where he was suspended 
from his job supervising student 
teachers for trying to start a gay student 
organization. Wilson later founded 
Stubblejumper Press, a publisher of gay 
and lesbian literature and served as the 
executive director of the Saskatchewan 
Association of Human Rights. While 
campaigning as an NDP candidate in 
Toronto-Rosedale in the 1980s, he was 
diagnosed with AIDS and spent the rest 
of his life as an AIDS activist. 


Geiss identifies strongly with Wilson. 
“He’s someone who combined political 
activism with his art. That is the same 
kind of thing | would like to do in my 
own work.” 
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One gets the impression that Geiss 
will succeed in doing just that. 
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Revisiting Gay Men’s Programming 


By Joshua McLeod 

My name is Joshua McLeod, and | am the new Community Outreach Worker 
at AIDS Calgary. There are some exciting changes happening with our men’s 
outreach programming. In my role as an outreach worker, | work with both the 
MSM (men who have sex with men) community and the youth community. 
During the past few months, | have familiarized myself in my new role, made 
connections with community partners, and taken an in-depth look at men’s 
programming in Calgary. 

Recently, AIDS Calgary conducted an online survey intended to provide 
information about our current men’s programming and future changes. The 
information obtained through our online survey and through data collected from 
partner organizations will provide insight for our agency while we reintegrate the 
program into the community. Thanks to those who completed the online survey 
and to the many community partners and business owners who have welcomed 
me and provided me with constructive feedback during my outreach activities. 


The support AIDS Calgary’s programming has received shows how our 
community can pull together in the spirit of cooperation and caring to prevent 
the transmission of HIV and promote sexual health. 


During my time at AIDS Calgary, | have seen the need for the community 
to start looking at men’s health and prevention more holistically. 


Do we as individuals have the information and support needed to make healthy 
decisions about our sexuality? 


Do we need further information from our support systems to do this? 
Is the information we already have sufficient? 


These are some of the many questions | have been asking myself as an 
outreach worker. There is always the need for support systems. We, as 
individuals, need to make healthy decisions about our sexuality. 


In 2004/2005, there were 336 reported new cases of HIV infection in Alberta*. 
The main focus of prevention work is to arm individuals with the tools and 
knowledge they will need to prevent HIV and STI transmission and maintain their 
health. | believe that, while providing safer-sex strategies is important, prevention 
work should also focus on empowering the individual to make healthy decisions 
about their own sexual health. By sharing our knowledge, we empower others 
to think about and make decisions about their sexuality encouraging individuals 
to have more of a vested interest in their sexual health and their health in 
general. 


A holistic approach that encourages promotion of individual knowledge, while 
engaging social support systems, promotes health and well-being in our 
community. 


In the coming months, AIDS Calgary will be moving our outreach program- 
ming forward by providing outreach tools and services, facilitating consultation 
with community members and maintaining relationships with local businesses. 
Outreach in the community will be conducted on an ongoing basis in venues and 
events frequented by the gay community. We have created an advisory 
committee consisting of members of the community that are dedicated to the 
fight against HIV. This committee will support AIDS Calgary in the provision of 
our outreach services and will allow us to strengthen our connection to commu- 
nity members and services, and ultimately enhance our HIV prevention and 
outreach efforts along with the promotion of sexual health. W 


If you are interested in volunteering with either the men’s program 
or the youth program at AIDS Calgary, please contact our volunteer 
coordinator at (403) 508-2500. The work we do in the community 
would not be possible without the continued dedication of our many 
wonderful volunteers. 


* Southern Alberta Clinic. Obtained March 23, 2006 from 
crha-health.ab.ca/clin/sac/hivyearonse.htm 


Joshua McLeod is the Community outreach worker for AIDS Calgary 
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TAT GLCSA 


Gay & Lesbian Community Service Association 


Looking for a meaningful volunteer 
opportunity? 

The GLCSA is always looking for volunteers to 
help support youth and adults in the GLBT 
community. Currently we require volunteers to 
facilitate in the following groups: 


Bisexual network 
Heading Out 
New Directions 
Womynspace 


hON = 


For more information on any of these 
opportunities, please email info@gicsa.org or 
call GLCSA at the number found below. 
Resources 


Education Support 


#4 - 1230A 17th Avenue SW Calgary, AB T2TOB8& 
403.234.8973 www. gicsa.org 


Networking 


Peunter 


Eatery & Bar 


Saturday May 6 
Spm - 12pm 


Beswick Fundraiser 
Featuring LIVE Entertainment! 


# 


Sunday May 28th 


Dance 
3pm - 8pm 
_...Afternoon Dance & Party 
TICKETS FOR THE 
ARGRA RODEO 
NOW AVAILABLE AT MONEYPENNIES 


Watch for Calgary’s largest gay patio opening in May! 


Check out our site to see what else is happening! 
www.money-pennies.com 
1742 10th Avenue SW, Calgary, AB 403-263-7411 


Going For Gay Gold 


By Dale Smith 


For teams competing in the first World Outgames in Montréal this July, it’s a chance of 
a lifetime. It’s an historic event, not only the first games of its kind, but also the first time 
that Canada has hosted an international gay sporting event of this magnitude. And it 
promises to be huge. 


Several Ottawa sports teams will be sending representatives to these games. Two 
teams attending will be the Rideau Speedeaus swim team and the Ottawa Frontrunners. 


Of the Rideau Speedeaus’ sixty-five members, ten had already registered for swimming 
events by early April. “Most of us are registered for individual races,” says team member 
Daniel Sabourin. “We are trying to organise some relay races for some members in our 
team. We expect to have more registrations in the coming weeks and months.” 


The Frontrunners so far have twenty-three of their fifty members registered for 
events, including three women. The events they’re looking to compete in include half- 
marathon and marathon, ten kilometre, triathlon, cross-country, track and field, and even 
figure skating. Some members like co-chair Michael Cooper will be doing more than just 
running—Cooper is also swimming with the Speedeaus at the Outgames. 


Neither team exists in a vacuum and for each, the Outgames are a chance to make 
good on their goals. 


“Our club has existed for over fifteen years,” says the Speedeaus’ Sabourin. “It’s a very 
nice, structured environment. It’s a club that meets three times a week for practice at 
Ottawa University.’ With generally thirty percent participation at all times, the team 
includes both men and women, though at a ratio of about eighty-twenty. “We have 
different levels of swimming skills, but in fact it doesn’t really matter because it’s a club 
structured to accommodate any level of swimming. People go there for their own leisure, 
for their personal objectives in 
terms of training for competi- 
tions, or to learn to swim. 
There’s a social aspect as well, 
where we can meet and 
interact socially. We have a 
head coach that tailor-makes 
our training for us, so it’s very 
nice because you can set 
personal objectives within a 
structured environment.” 


Ottawa Frontrunners 
Fy F 


Ce About half of the partici- 
" S aaeeaae a “I pants are seriously training for 
competition, but they’re not the only ones headed to the Outgames. 


“lm a brand new beginner,” says Cooper. “‘It’ll be my second swim competition ever, 
but why not?” 


The Frontrunners restarted from an earlier incarnation in January 2003 after founders 
José Mari Perez and Shawn Murphy met up at Gay Games VI in Sydney, Australia. From 
the first renewed run, the club has continued to build momentum and become more 
focused with an established executive. They run twice a week, as well as participate in 
various running events throughout the city including the National Capital Race Weekend. 
But it’s not just about running—the Frontrunners also volunteer with the NCRW, and 
with Pride. “One of the goals within the group is not only to be active in our own 
individual events, but also to give back to the community in one fashion or another,” says 
Perez. 


“| think that the fact that we have social outings after every run in an important aspect 
of the group,’ Cooper adds. “It really helps people to connect together. Most people 
come to the social part of it as well—community involvement is very important for a few 
reasons. For one, it’s contributing to the community, it’s part of reaching out to the 
community for potential new members. Supporting other organisations is an aspect of 
the club that | try to encourage.” 


The Outgames will also be an opportunity for other Frontrunner clubs to meet. “The 
International Frontrunner Organisation, on the first Sunday of the Outgames will be 
holding an informal gathering at Le Club Sandwich,” Perez says. “It’s open to all the 
Frontrunner clubs, it’s an opportunity for everyone to meet and socialise.” 


“It'll be a good opportunity for people who, even if they haven’t been associated with 
the Frontrunners club, to find out about the organisation,’ Cooper adds. “When | first 
came to Ottawa, | lived here for about a year before | realised that there was a club like 
this, and it was a great find. | don’t want other people to be in that kind of position—l 
want other people to know that resources like this exist.” 


For the Speedeaus, the sentiment is shared. “What was important to me is that these 
structured clubs—because we have so few within the gay community—are social 
gateways to integration,’ Sabourin says. “In some ways it’s very important because it’s a 
way for us to be recognised within the environment of gay community with our peers. It 
allows us to reach personal objectives, to reach out to people—to other gay peers that 


may not have any venues for associating themselves. It’s nice because you're doing 
something physical, you’re meeting very nice people, you're associating yourself with blue 
collars, with professionals and it’s a whole amalgam of friendships, sports events—and it’s 
very important.” 


But as much as the Outgames are 
representative of the social aspects of 
gay sports teams on a macroscopic 
scale, make no mistake—it’s still a 
competition. 


“| want to train for the maximum,” 
Sabourin says. “I’m not expecting to 
win any medals, but | want to look back 
on the games and say that once in my 
life I've trained to the maximum of my 
abilities and participated to the best of 
my abilities at these games. For me, 
that’s a life objective.” 


For Perez, it’s his third major international event, having previously participated at the 
Gay Games in New York and Sydney. “Il remember my first experience in New York, and 
how overwhelming it was,’ he says. “The competition is definitely a big factor—for 
myself, it’s not necessarily competing with the other individuals so much as it is competing 
with myself and knowing how far | can push myself to set a personal best and to build 
upon that.” 


Cooper picks up on the sentiment. “The Olympics are very elitist—only very few 
people can go to them. There will be Olympic-level athletes at the Outgames and that’s 
important to recognise, but it’s also an environment that’s open to everyone else all down 
the ladder of experience, and it’s an excellent way to bring the gay community together 
without being exclusive.” But it’s not all about competing either. “I’m going to be there 
for a week, but I’m going to be racing for two hours.” 


Through teams like these, everyone involved believes that Montréal and Canada will 
show the world that we're an accepting and progressive country and an example to other 
countries that are still struggling for GLBT equality. Also, with the mainstream media 
coverage that the Outgames will.be receiving—something no other gay sporting event 
has had, they'll also be showing the rest of Canada what our community can achieve. W 


www. hotelarts.ca’ 1.800.661.9378 
119-42 Avenue SW: Calgary: Alberta: Canada 
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Activating Theatre 


By Darrin Hagen 


Actor-writer Nick Green is gradually adjusting to life in Alberta. Coming from 
Lotusland, Alberta can be a bit of a culture shock. It builds character, we gay 
Albertans like to say. 


At the tender age of twenty-three, Green has already worked his way through 
some of his own gay phases, beginning with studying acting on the west coast. 
“When | was at University of Victoria, | was loud and | was proud, doing every- 
thing | thought gay people did: clubbing, partying...1 was gay and in the theatre 
program; | was a total rock star.” 


Upon moving to Vancouver, Green dived into what he assumed was the life of 
a gay man in the west end...dating, supporting Gay Pride. “‘I felt like part of the 
community,’ he remembers. 


Then, Green moved to Edmonton—“lIt’s a theatre town, and | wanted to do 
the BFA actor program’—and at the University of Alberta, where he moved into 
the residence, is where he first saw another face of being gay. “| came home one 
night to find the rainbow diversity posters from all over the building ripped to 
pieces and dumped in front of the door to my room.” 


“Alberta still scares me a bit?’ Green confesses. “I’ve never before been in a 
province that uses small town as an excuse for intolerance. At the same time, the 
work I’m doing is the most overtly homo stuff I’ve worked on; presenting my 
writing, my acting and my sexuality all at once. It’s my birth into the theatre 
community.’ 


Actually, Green’s birth was prefaced at last year’s Loud & Queer Festival, where 
he was part of “such a positive experience; the sense of pride and the collection 
of creative talented gay minds...” His L&Q writing debut was a dark piece called 
The Sounds of Rain Falling Outside in which a gay man leaves a bar in a fury, ready 
to fight, looking for a straight guy to attack. When he finally gets to bash 
someone, he doesn’t realize he’s attacking not the enemy, but one of his own. The 
writing holds its own unique warning. 


“One of the issues around an enclosed community like ours can be is that you 
can lose the broader picture. | feel that if you get too pulled into the trap of being 
gay, there’s a loss of identity...with that loss comes a step back in activism and 
equal rights. | think that to be taken seriously, gay people have to work and focus 
harder than most. The ghetto is not a representation of real life. We need to get 
out and join the bigger world.” 


Green’s first full-length play, GayFace, makes its debut at this year’s NextFest, a 
multi-discipline youth arts showcase presented by Theatre Network each June. 
GayFace, an exploration of a gay partnership, is composed of two separate 
streams: on one level, the characters Brad and Jude are in a dying relationship; we 
see their love, as well as the power games couples play. In the second stream, we 
see the men as they personify archetypes within the gay community, some of the 
very archetypes pulling the men apart. 


“It draws from my experience, from what I’ve seen”, says Green, whose early 
experiences in the gay community included working in a coffee shop on English 
Bay in Vancouver. “It’s based on my conflicting expectations from the gay world. 
It is also inspired by the fact that | feel like | really need to be taught to be gay 
now that I’m out.” 


GayFace includes everything from a hardcore Christian character to the 
super-flamey queen (there’s even a Good Drag Fairy). While it explores obvious 
archetypes, its purpose, and therefore its impact, lies more in the collapse and the 
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disintegration of those 
stereotypes. 


“| want to pursue 
self-produced work,” 
says Green, echoing the 
call for independence 
from many an Edmonton 
artist. “I feel like the 
city is crying out for 
something political in 
gay-based theatre.” 


The production of 
GayFace is getting a full 
run at this year’s 
NextFest. “lI was 
involved in the festival 
last year as an actor...| 
found both the festival 
and its audience to be supportive and responsive.” And then later this summer, 
after processing the lessons learned from NextFest, he will be presenting the play 
at this year’s Fringe Festival, the riotous, freewheeling coming-of-age showcase for 
so many Edmonton writers, both gay and straight. 


Nick Green 


“It’s both and exciting and a frustrating time to be living in Canada. On one 
hand, I’m proud of what has already happened with equal rights; on the other 
hand, | want something dramatic to happen, something | can react to, act against, 
something to reignite my activism.” 


There’s probably no better place to reignite that activist flame than here in 
Alberta. W 


Darrin Hagen is the author of one book and I! plays, all of which feature a man wearing a dress. 
He is currently working on an updated 10th anniversary edition of "The Edmonton Queen”. 
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“EYE ON TORONTO 


By Shaun Proulx greedy Gretchen was on me like a starved pit bull, trying to finagle herself a 
Talk about aging gracefully. Can you believe that Fashion Cares turns twenty fourth free ticket. “It's a fundraiser, lady,” | reminded her. “Buy a ticket and split 
this year? The annual AIDS Committee of Toronto fundraiser has scraped the cost four ways, for the love of Pete.” Her attitude is indicative of how the 


together an astounding nine million dollars over the last two decades and great growth of Fashion Cares has for some attendees overshadowed the 
hopes to hit new fundraising highs when the gala celebration hits whole point of the event. Once upon a time it was a mere ten 
June 3 at the Metro Convention Centre. N\A dollars to attend, back when a devastated community 

= 7. staged a desperate response to friends dying in shocking 


On hand at the splashy media launch/sponsor party held OS Taw GPO 
* at the Carlu last month was mastermind Phillip Ing, the oi oe SESS me 
indefatigable driving force behind Fashion Cares and 
one of only two remaining “originals” who have been 
involved since the beginning. This year will be his last 
big blowout as artistic director and show producer. 
After two decades, Phillip likely has a fair amount of 
sleep to catch up on. 


numbers from a mysterious new disease with no treat- 
ment or cure. 


_ 


(_\WAGLAN 


But that’s just a small part of the rich Fashion 
e) Cares history. Much more of it is being 
commemorated in a retrospective coffee table 
book, which will arrive on time for the 
twentieth anniversary gala. As one of the 
book’s writers, I’ve interviewed a long list of 
entertainers, past-chairs and other assorted 
folks linked to Fashion Cares and whose 
recollections range from the hilarious to the 
tear inducing. | get verklempt every time | think 
of three-year chair Jann Coppen (the second 


Unlike past years, the twentieth anniversary 
spectacle will not focus on an outrageous theme 
(such as last year’s Bollywood Cowboy, where part of 
the ad campaign offended and inflamed many a sensi- 
bility). Instead, the dress code is black tie and the retro- 


spective concept is Two Decades of Drama, Daring and Tickets are on sale now. original still remaining) and the story she told when 
Dreams. Attendees can expect to see flashbacks honouring Corporate patron tix ($500) asked for a favourite memory. Check it out when the 
previous years, plus some of the special surprises for which and gala tix ($375) can be ordered Ranlisirelested 

the event is infamous. Most of all, this year is about bringing by calling ACT at 416-340-9255. f Vans 

Fashion Cares’ focus back to the cause (HIV/AIDS, kiddies), General admission tickets ($125) There's more Fashion Cares related scoop, too—but 
something the fundraiser has been accused of straying from are available through let's save it for a later date. For more on Fashion Cares, 
in years gone by. Ticketmaster: 416-870-8000. visit fashioncares.org and be sure to check out hot 


é : A director Kathi Prosser’s TV ad spot. In the immortal 
It’s not just the fundraiser that may have strayed. For words of the Paris Hilton: It’s hot. 

many misguided socialites in the city, Fashion Cares is the hot ticket of the year : pm poe hee eat 
and damn the cause. | still shake my head when | recall meeting a woman at a f 
party last year who had snagged three free Bollywood Cowboy tickets, but wanted 


a fourth. Upon discovering that my website was a Fashion Cares sponsor, this 
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Rainbow Suds Brewed In Halifax 


By Ralph Higgins 


On Gottingen Street in the old 
part of Nova Scotia’s capital city, far 
from the upscale tonier South end, 
is Halifax’s answer to a gay village. 
This is now a neighbourhood in 
transition: some seedy faded 
storefronts stand cheek-by-jowl 
with new enterprises, old-style 
townhouses are being renovated 
and the area is populated by a very 
diverse ethnic mix. Here, too, is 
where you will find Menz Bar, an 
establishment that has quickly 
become the centre for much gay 
activity happening in the port city. 
While the rather plain exterior of 
the building gives the appearance of 
being a long-time fixture in the 
neighbourhood, the roots of Menz 
bar extend back only a year and 
half when David Landry and Doug 
Melanson, two gay entrepreneurs, 
discussed the need for a different 
kind of bar in Halifax. Knowing that 
their concept would never come to 
life unless they did it themselves, 
Landry and Melanson, armed with a 
careful business plan and the faith 
that “if we build it they will come,” 
found a location and began making 
their vision a reality. 


The objective of Menz Bar is very simple—create a place that is welcoming, 
unpretentious and provides superior service—your basic friendly, queer 
neighbourhood pub. The bar, with its funky interior—the tables are made from 
tires and the walls display construction worker apparel and tools—has been 
quickly embraced by the local queer community and has already elicited envious 
remarks from visitors to the area. 


Doug Melanson first came to Halifax on vacation at a time when he was ready 
to make some changes in his life and career. He was immediately taken with the 
city and its vibrant gay community. Originally from Sault Ste. Marie, he had spent 
extended periods in northern New Brunswick and in many of the major centres 
of Canada. After moving to Halifax, he began his first business venture—Seadogs 
Sauna and Spa—a successful enterprise that will soon celebrate its three-year 
anniversary, with over 29,000 customers so far. 


David Landry hails from Truro, Nova Scotia and is a nurse practitioner, with a 
speciality in nephrology. The two men met socially and during conversation 
discovered their attitudes and goals were a perfect match. The website 
(menzbar.ca) shows David Landry as president and Doug Melanson as boss, but 
they are in fact equal partners, a professional relationship that Doug describes as 
having been an “awesome experience” from the very beginning. 


Halifax has had its share of gay bars over the years (and alternative bars which 
often want gay money without any real connection to the LGBT community) but 
Menz Bar occupies a unique position in the affections of queer Haligonians. 
Melanson and Landry follow a basic principle of “supporting the community that 
supports us” and the list of charities and organizations that Menz actively 
promotes with fundraising and public awareness is lengthy, from Halifax Pride, 
AIDS Coalition of Nova Scotia to DalOut (the queer student organization of 
Dalhousie University), MacLeather and on and on. Not a month goes by without 
a newspaper story about Menz receiving an award of appreciation or recognition. 
Contributing to the queer community is not only ethically right—it also good for 
business and many of us have adopted Menz as our bar, our homo home away 
from home. 


Menz Bar has now gained another mark of distinction: Menz Pale Ale—Atlantic 
Canada’s first queer beer—brewed exclusively for Menz Bar by the Propeller 
Brewing Company of Halifax. Melanson explains that they wanted Menz to have 
its own brand, something unique that demonstrated quality and pride. The folks 
at Propeller Brewing Company—also situated on Gottingen Street—were 
enthusiastic and the relationship has proved to be mutually beneficial. Since its 
introduction just before Christmas, the light, golden, smooth ale has been so well 
received that Menz now serves over five times their original weekly order. 
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Never content to rest on success, Melanson and Landry are now preparing for 
the grand opening of Mollyz Diner on May 5. Located downstairs in the same 
building as Menz bar, Mollyz (part Unsinkable Molly Brown, part fictional local 
heroine) will have four faces. She will be a diner for breakfast and lunch, a coffee 
house offering specialty coffees and teas in the afternoon (including a delicious 
Moroccan mint and green tea), a restaurant serving four and five course dinners 
in the evening, and finally Mollyz will do her last costume change and become a 
bar—primarily, but not exclusively—for women (just as Menz has no gender 
restrictions). The atmosphere and decor promise to be edgy and interesting, with 
an innovative menu and the high standards of service that are trademarks of the 
Melanson/Landry team. Negotiations with Jost Winery have already begun so that 
Mollyz will also have her own special house wines. In addition, plans are underway 
to begin singles’ nights at Mollyz, where diners will change tables for each course, 
a way for unattached queer folk to break the ice and meet some other people. 


Doug Melanson and David Landry have prospered from following a basic 
business rule that so many enterprises seem to have forgotten—offer clients the 
same quality of food, drink and service that they expect for themselves. They also 
foster a strong sense of community by their involvement with every possible 
queer event going on, whether social or charitable. If you’re going out dancing, 
meeting friends after the movies, or you just like watching the cute bartender 
with the friendly smile, Menz Bar is your first choice in Halifax. 


Oh, by the way, they are also distributors of a certain well-known national gay 
magazine. So when you drop by to sample the Menz Pale Ale, tell them Outlooks 
sent you. W 


Raiph Higgins is a writer, columnist and book/movie reviewer living in the Annapolis Valley 
of Nova Scatia. 
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e ART OF BOEFJE 
While working actively in the world of theatrical design, Jorge Sandoval (Boefje) 
combines his profession with his own artistic exploration, in order to create a new 
painterly universe, where illustration, traditional painting techniques and technology 
(computer illustration), become an intimate part of the life of his canvases. This new world 
of materials and techniques gives birth to original collages where Mr. Sandoval pours 
images from his very own universe, into an abstract world where color and materials give 
birth to a very personal vocabulary. 
e-mail address: jorge.s@sympatico.ca-Artist living in Toronto 
BFA in Art History from Concordia University (Montreal) 
Costume design Diploma from the International Academy of Design 
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As the much-anticipated summer months approach, we are no longer 
considered snowbirds when it comes to vacation planning. Quite often at this 
time of year, we begin thinking of a summer holiday here in Canada. Travel within 
our own borders affords us many advantages, not the least of which include no 
customs and immigration hassles and no exchange rate disadvantages to water 
down the value of our holiday spending dollars. This vast and diverse country 
offers many options when considering a Canadian vacation, and one of them— 
the East Coast—is picturesque, affordable and best of all gay-friendly. 


Nova Scotia’s blend of dramatic seas, scenic landscape, Celtic music and 
friendly residents shape a maritime culture unique in Canada. When you arrive 
in Halifax, the provincial capital, it becomes apparent that if you are not a 
Maritimer, then you are from away. This endearing term identifies visitors as a 
special group of people deserving of a genuine maritime welcome. In a province 
which is only three hundred and fifty miles long with a maximum distance of 
thirty-five miles to the sea anywhere you go, and a population of about one 
million people it’s easy to see why those from away are made to feel like family 
on a first encounter. 


The City of Halifax, with close to 375,000 residents, is the largest urban centre 
in Atlantic Canada, and has a lively and vibrant gay community, which you might 
expect to find in much larger cities. The waterfront is a popular attraction, with 
wooden buildings and stone structures of eighteenth century origin blending 
with modern high-rise office towers. Harbour tours and boat trips are offered 
day and night. Deep-sea fishing charters take full advantage of the Atlantic Ocean. 
On the waterfront, a stroll along the piers, an official walking tour, or a rickshaw 
ride can make this seaport a romantic get-away. 


In the heart of this city, the Citadel National Historic Site is a premier tourist 
spot where nineteenth century kilted soldiers re-live the history of this strong- 
hold. A daily firing of the noon gun can be heard throughout downtown Halifax 
as a reminder of days gone by. By night the parks surrounding this monument are 
ideal for a summer evening stroll. 


The Public Gardens on Spring Garden Road were established in 1867, the year 
of Confederation. Today, they are recognised as being the finest original formal 
Victorian gardens in North America. You don’t have to be a horticulturalist or 

avid gardener to enjoy the splendour in the 

summer months, when the gardens 
are in full bloom and open to 
the public every day. 
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When it comes to gay nightlife, Halifax offers several nightclubs, bars, clubs and 
restaurants to suit every taste. In the heart of town Club NRG, The Marquee 
Club, Menz Bar and SeaDogs Sauna and Spa can all be found on Gottingden 
Street, which is rapidly establishing itself as the Gay Village. Reflections Cabaret, 
where Halifax goes to dance, is on Sackville and boasts a must-see light show every 
night of the week. Mollyz Diner (the newest addition to the scene) is in the same 
complex as Menz Bar (see separate story on page 14) and part of Club NRG is 
The Blue Moon Bistro offering a special late night menu for party people who 
don’t want to go home hungry. If you enjoy the alternative scene, The Marquee 
Club offers live musical entertainment incorporating The DeVille Lounge for 
smoking patrons. The local GLBT newspaper Wayves serves the Maritime 
communities and is published ten times per year. Whatever your pleasure, there 
are choices to suite every gay traveller in Halifax. 


Holiday accommodations in Halifax range from major hotel chains to 
guesthouses and bed and breakfasts. Several are gay-owned or gay-friendly 
establishments, and these include Bob’s Guesthouse, Centertown Guesthouse, 
Forever Green House B&B, or The Old Fisher House B&B. The Westin Nova 
Scotian Hotel is a sponsor of Pride Halifax and you can be sure of a gay-friendly 
welcome here, especially during Pride Week July 16 to 23, 2006. All of these are 
conveniently located to make the most of your stay in Halifax and enable you to 
enjoy the sights from close to home. 


Although Halifax offers plenty to enjoy, the gay traveller renting a car and 
touring around the province will go through a true maritime experience. 
Claiming 4652 miles of coastline, ranging from the Cape Breton highlands to 
beautiful sandy beaches, plus 5400 inland lakes, a few days touring by car visiting 
the smaller communities will be a very relaxing part of your vacation. 


As the days go by, you will discover that maritime cuisine ranges from Acadian 
traditions to the region’s Scottish heritage, British simplicity, French influence, 
German specialties and of course, seafood—including the renowned Lobster 
Suppers. 


Almost everywhere, clam chowders, lobster suppers or classic fish and chips 
are served as an affordable local specialty. Rumour has it that lobster is best 
during the months without an “r” in their names, so May through August is 
definitely—and conveniently for the vacationer—lobster season. Local 
community or church suppers are the best way to enjoy this local tradition and 
well worth searching out rather than a restaurant. 


Local pubs and taverns across the province serve up traditional British and 
Scottish pub fare. It’s easy to find old favorite comfort foods like shepherd's pie, 
plowman’s lunch, sausage rolls and Scotch eggs with a pint of beer just to name 
a few. You might think you're in “jolly old”, but it’s just a part of the regional 
heritage. 


When fresh berries are in season, a local homemade strawberry-rhubarb pie, 
a blueberry grunt or a buttermilk pie are specialties for dessert that are a must 
—however, only to be enjoyed when followed by a long walk along the beach at 
sunset. 


If you’ve chosen to be adventurous and explore the countryside, then your 
next tough decision will be whether to initially head south or north. The 
Destination Nova Scotia website is the best place to assist you with this difficult 

task. Here you will find detailed maps and route suggestions outlining all the 

attractions along the way. If you have several days, it is possible to cover in a 

circular fashion all the highlights that the peninsula has to offer and end up 
back in Halifax with time to spare. 


Heading south, you can enjoy the Lighthouse Route along the coastal | 
roads. This journey includes some famous tourist attractions and 
well-known points of interest from maritime history such as the 
lighthouse at Peggy’s Cove. Only a short drive from Halifax, 


you can enjoy climbing the rocks surrounding the lighthouse and watch the 
waves crashing against this natural headland where the beacon of light is perched 
on the highest point of Peggy’s Cove. Following the coastal road through 
Mahone Bay, the next stop is Lunenburg, home of the Bluenose Il and an original 
German settlement. Lunch here at the traditional French restaurant Fleur de Sel 
is a guaranteed delight. Continuing along the coast, the historic seaport of 
Yarmouth is at the southern end of the province. Proximity to the United States, 
New England and the offshore fishing grounds contributed to Yarmouth’s 
prosperity. 

Be sure to spend a night at one of the side-by-side gay owned bed and break- 
fasts. The Charles C. Richards House B&B is a circa 1893 Queen Anne Revival 
brick mansion offering elegance and style. Next door and under the same 
ownership is the MacKinnon-Cann Inn which was built in 1887 in the Italianate 
Victorian style. Both mansions have been meticulously restored offering deluxe 
accommodations with full amenities and period furnishings. Located in 
Yarmouth’s Heritage Conservation District these homes make a perfect vacation 
rest stop. 


If you choose to depart from Halifax by heading north, you will soon discover 
why Nova Scotia is the Latin for New Scotland. Named by the Scots, who were 
the first British settlers in the region, Cape Breton Island resembles the Scottish 
highlands in many different ways. Here, the Cabot Trail winds around the rocky 
splendor of the north shore ascending to the plateaus of the Cape Breton 
Highlands National Park. The highway is carved into the mountainside that rises 
high above the waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Lookout points offer vistas of 
the rugged coastline where whales are often sighted and eagles soar aloft on the 
ocean breezes. 


Alexander Graham Bell, Cape Breton’s most famous resident, marvelled at the 
scenery here and built his mansion on an estate called Beinn Bhreagh on the 
shores of the Bras d’Or Lakes. Now the site of a museum dedicated to Bell’s life 
work and discoveries. This worthwhile visit is open year-round and allows the 
traveler to step back in time through some important Canadian history. 


Nearby is Cheticamp, on the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the location of Seashell 
Cabins, motel-style self-catering units which are run by lesbians. Here you can 
enjoy a peaceful, rural get-away offering beachcombing, bonfires and hiking. 


The Cabot Trail is a destination for all seasons and in the fall the highlands 
explode into vibrant fiery reds, oranges, crimsons and golds as the foliage on the 
trees change colours. This sight is hard to forget for those from away. 


USEFUL WEBSITES 


destination-ns.com 
halifaxpride.org 
seadogs.ca/menzbar 
seadogs.ca 
reflectionscabaret.com 
themarqueeclub.ca 
uniquecountryinns.com 


chebucto.ns.ca/communitysupport/Wayves 


Renowned as Canada’s 
foremost seacoast, Nova 
Scotia is the very essence 
of diversity in many 
senses of the word. 
Scottish, French, English 
and Mic Mac Indians have 
all contributed to this 
friendly and welcoming 
maritime culture. In 
addition, the picture- 
postcard landscape will 
make this a memorable 
holiday or romantic honey- 
moon to treasure for 
years to come. 


Begin and end your trip 
in Halifax but be sure to 
explore the maritime way 
of life elsewhere in this 
gay-friendly province. You 
won't regret your decision. 


Vv 
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musical pleasure. 
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ZxeXe] for Thought 


By Jeremy Shragge 


In Greek mythology, 
Ganymede was the fair yet 
muscular cupbearer to the 
gods and Zeus’ youthful lover. 
This prince of Troy, the most 
stunning of mortals, has been 
used to symbolise male 
homosexuality since antiquity. 
Much more recently, however, 
the expression “Ganymede 
archetype” has been adopted 
by queer theorists to exemplify 
the dominant bodily form 
idealised (and idolised) in gay 
male culture and media. 

(A large number of the 
advertisements and photos that fill the pages of this magazine are a testament to 
the influence and omnipresence of this standard.) 

Keeping in shape in a society facing an obesity epidemic is certainly a positive 
goal; unfortunately, what lain Williamson, a researcher at the University of 
Northampton in England, describes as the massive overinvestment in bodies by 
queer male communities is less likely related to fitness than sex, body image and 
self-esteem. 


Dr. Michael Siever, director of the Stonewall Project, a crystal meth harm 
reduction programme for gay and bisexual men in San Francisco, wrote his 
doctoral dissertation in the early 1990s on the psychosocial factors that lead to 
body dissatisfaction and disordered eating in gay men. In his view, the veneration 
of the Ganymede archetype by the queer male community is just an extreme 
manifestation of a cultural trend that has influenced straight, as well as queer men. 


“| predicted in my work fifteen years ago that there was a cultural shift going 
on,” he says. “It used to be women got all the pressure, but men didn’t; gay men 
were the only men who got it...I think that the pressure on men is much more 
intense than it used to be. And certainly gay men, the pressure to have that 
perfect gym body is huge these days. If anything, | would guess that it’s a bigger 
problem than ever.” 


According to Dianne Drummond, Eating Disorder Promotion & Prevention 
Specialist with the Capital Health Region in Edmonton, there exists “a societal 
preoccupation with shape” that affects both men and women. 


Although the increased pressure on men to have perfect bodies may transcend 
sexual orientation, it would appear that because of body dissatisfaction, 
homosexuality is a risk factor for body image disturbances, eating disorders 
(For example, anorexia nervosa and bulimia nervosa), distorted beliefs about the 
value of a muscular physique and steroid use. 


For example, the received wisdom is that about ten percent of eating disorders 
in North America occur in males. And whilst the research is by no means 
unequivocal (nor free from methodological deficiencies), gay men are estimated 
to account for one-third or more of these cases. 


Despite this vulnerability toward disordered eating, Siever stresses that 
conditions such as anorexia nervosa and bulimia nervosa probably are not the 
most relevant or damaging consequences of the demand placed on gay men to 
meet perceived cultural expectations of physical beauty. 


“It isn’t necessarily about starving yourself and being rail thin in the Karen 
Carpenter way,” suggests Siever, referring to the pop singer who died of anorexia 
in 1983.1 think these days it’s more to do with obsessions about body, including 
doing steroids and spending hours at the gym. So it’s a whole different picture in 
some ways.” 


Steroids are by no means foreign to the straight community, and it is unclear 
whether gay men use them disproportionately; however, because of their unique 
history in the queer community, they have become firmly integrated into gay male 
culture to a degree unlikely to be witnessed amongst straight men. For gay men, 
the image of health and vitality symbolised by the ripped physique is the diametric 
opposite of the wasted, moribund look so commonly associated with HIV and 
AIDS. 

Steroid use, Siever explains, “became something that people first started 
because of HIV-related wasting and doctors started prescribing steroids to help 
people to deal with that issue. Now it has become kind of part of the culture— 
part of the gym culture—for gay men. 

Whilst the Ganymede archetype may be the commonest body image that gay 
men strive to achieve these days, the super-thin, anorexic look has by no means 
become extinct. This adds to the attraction of methamphetamine, a powerful 


appetite suppressant. 


“Part of the allure of crystal meth is staying slim—or staying scrawny as the 
case may be, depending on how much they're using,” suggests Siever. 


Unlike with crystal meth, though, few outreach strategies have been developed 
and implemented to combat steroid or eating disorders amongst gay men. More 
generally, body dissatisfaction does not appear to be as noticeable on the queer 
public health radar as it is in the mainstream. Strategies directed toward straight 
women at risk for developing eating disorders have been around for years. More 
recently, the Campaign for Real Beauty, sponsored by soap maker Unilever and the 
Girl Guides, has become well known through advertising and fundraising. 


Despite the pressure to achieve and maintain the gym perfect body havin 
become more intense now than ever before, Siever believes that harinful 
consequences associated with the worship of the Ganymede archetype are 
simply not being discussed. As a result, problems attendant to body dissatisfac- 
tion use are not receiving the same attention in the queer community as other 
health issues such as safe sex and substance abuse. What is perhaps ultimately 
more important, there also appears to be a reticence around the socio-cultural 
origins of these problems. 


From Drummond's perspective as a mainstream public health worker, the 
barrier posed by the lack of programmes specifically designed to treat the 
damaging consequences of body dissatisfaction in gay men might inspire the 


queer community to “to start talking about these problems within themselves 
and maybe develop their own support.’ 


The Ganymede archetype is unlikely ever to disappear completely from the 
ambitions (or fantasies!) of gay men—and nor, perhaps, should it. It may be that 
the type of honesty and critical social awareness that has been partially 
responsible for the success of safe sex and methamphetamine harm reduction 
programmes may achieve similar results in the area of body dissatisfaction. 


Vv 
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Sprucing Up Saskatoon 


By Megan Mormon 


Saskatoon’s historic Riversdale neighbourhood is undergoing a dramatic 
revitalization. The diverse inner-city neighbourhood is being embraced by cultural 
organizations and gay-owned businesses with an eye on community, despite 
several decades of bad reputation. 


“We absolutely love our neighbourhood. The hardest part of moving to 
Riversdale has been dealing with the attitudes of people who never go there,” 
says Cindy Baker of AKA Gallery, one of several galleries new to the neighbourhood. 


Riversdale, centered around the business strip of 20th Street, is both 
metaphorically and literally on the wrong side of the tracks, stemming from the 
city’s incorporation 100 years ago. Saskatoon’s first settlers were temperance 
colonists. They arrived in the early 1880s, establishing themselves along the east bank 
of the South Saskatchewan River. In 1890 rail yards were built on the west side 
of the river; the village of Riversdale sprang up as a hub in the burgeoning 
railroad-centered economy and businesses clustered around 20th Street. In 1906, 
Riversdale was amalgamated with the villages of Saskatoon and Nutana to 
become the city of Saskatoon. By 1908, it was the fastest-growing city in Canada; 
Riversdale became home to thriving Ukrainian, German and Chinese immigrant 
communities. 


As new patterns of development shifted popular focus to malls and suburban 
neighbourhoods, 20th Street fell out of favour as a shopping district and began to 
decline. A century later, the traditional east-west split is still alive. Riversdale, 
along with Saskatoon’s four other core neighbourhoods, has among the lowest 
per-capita incomes and highest unemployment rates in the city. Still strongly 
multicultural, the west side is also home to much of the city’s aboriginal popula- 
tion. Businesses on the eight blocks of 20th Street between Idylwyld Freeway 
and Avenue | were primarily pawn and second-hand shops, bible missions, small 
grocers and Chinese cafes. Storefronts were run-down, and many were empty; 
affluent east-side residents stayed away. 


Gay-owned businesses and organizations have long recognized the unique 
potential for community renewal in Riversdale. St. Thomas-Wesley United 
Church, a cornerstone of the neighbourhood, has been an affirming congregation 
since 1997, the first in Saskatchewan. It plays host to many LGBT community 
groups and events, including the Bridge City Chorus. 


In 2002, when Saskatoon’s first bathhouse opened in the basement of the 
Adilman Building, some in the queer community questioned the prudence of 
opening a gay space in the alley of a rough neighbourhood; despite skepticism it 
flourished and a year later its owner opened Headquarters’ Pub, a gay lounge, 
upstairs. In November, new owners moved Headquarters’ entrance from the 
alley to Rainbow Hardware’s former rainbow-bedecked storefront on 20th 
Street, gaining well-timed new visibility. 

Development reached a fevered pace last spring, as groups snapped up real 
estate in reaction to the city’s new plan for a cultural corridor down 20th Street 
to River Landing. 


Having been designated one of Canada’s Fotieural Capitals for its centennial 
year, the City of Saskatoon is keen on being seen as supporting cultural initiatives. 
An eager Business Improvement District (BID), low prices, tax incentives and a 
revamped granting system for improving deteriorating heritage facades have 
actively wooed new Riversdale development. 


The list of cultural organizations having recently opened on or relocated to 
20th Street is impressive: AKA Gallery and PAVED Arts moved into their new 
shared space next door to Francophone theatre company La Troupe du Jour. 
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Closed over ten years ago, the Roxy 
Theatre was re-opened by gay-owned 
Rainbow Cinemas in October; the walls in 
its main theatre have been restored to 
their original sparkly, mural-filled glory. 
The only theatre west of downtown, the 
Roxy shows a combination of second-run 
and independent films and is available as a 
performance venue for local organiza- 
tions. In early 2006, the civic-run Mendel 
Art Gallery snapped up a storefront as a 
working/living space for its new artist-in-residence Adrian Stimson and his 
partner. Two blocks from the Saskatchewan Native Theatre Company, new aborig- 
inal artist-run centre Red Shift will open their first show as a collaboration with 
the Saskatoon Pride Festival in June. 


It’s hard to argue with so many institutions vouching for a neighbourhood with 
their real-estate dollars. Although attitudes are changing, fears linger among many 
native Saskatoonians who grew up avoiding the west side of town; prejudices are 
compounded by the media’s portrayal of the area as a hotbed of crime. For some 
organizations, confronting audiences’ class and racial prejudice has been a daily 
challenge. “People come in for the first time and are genuinely shocked at how 
nice it is—that they’re not scared,” explains Baker of her experiences in the new 
street-level gallery space. She adds that most patrons who were initially skeptical 
of AKA Gallery's move from the northern downtown Warehouse District 
changed their minds once they had visited the renovated space. 


But what does the rapid development mean for residents? “We don’t want to 
be here despite the community, we want to he here with and for the community,” 
explains Cindy Baker. AKA Gallery, along with other new and old residents has 
participated in a series of community consultations led by the City and the 
Riversdale BID on the future of he neighbourhood. Baker adds that the gallery’s 
walk-by traffic has increased dramatically. “It feels really good, like we're 
connecting with the community in ways we hadn't been able to before.” 


“Riversdale is one of the few real neighbourhoods left,’ says resident Donna 
Wawzonek. “Everything we need is in walking distance. We fell in love with it.” 
Wawzonek, a freelance writer and curator, moved to Saskatoon from New 
Brunswick several years ago. She and her partner bought a large building—origi- 
nally a Ukrainian hall—just south of 20th Street. Recently they turned part of it 
into a residency space for visiting artists called Church Basement. Guests have 
included queer video artists Elwood Jimmy and Adam Budd and Toronto-based 
visual/performance artist Luis Jacob. “The artists have loved it,’ Wawzonek says. 
“Where else in Saskatoon, or in Canada, could we afford to do this?” W 


For more information about the neighbourhood of Riversdale, visit rivers- 
dalebid.com. AKA Gallery can be reached on the web at akagallery.org. To 
contact Church Basement Residencies, email critical@sasktel.net. 


Megan Morman likes lemonheads and rhubarb rock; 
she can be found online at populust.calladylady 


photos courtesy of Clark Ferguson & Megan Morman 
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By Sean McLennan 


| had an epiphany while attending the United 
Nations Association of Canada’s “‘It’s Time to Act” 
Youth Forum on HIV/AIDS on April 7 and 8 this 
year. | knew that the way HIV evolved to specifi- 
cally target the immune system that would other- 
wise be responsible for eradicating it from the 
body was biologically brilliant—it’s like gophers 
evolving to feed on cats and hawks as a defense 
mechanism. But there’s another brilliant biological 
adaptation that is key to its success: it exploits our 
own culture against us. 


Oh, I’m not suggesting deliberation or intelligence behind that adaptation—but 
the truth is, HIV is not that easy to transmit, nor is it that difficult to prevent. 
The only reason that it has become the most serious health threat not of our 
civilization—but also our species has ever encountered—is that we let it. We 
LET it. Because HIV stumbled on a transmission method involving the two social 
taboos we just can’t dispassionately talk about—sex and drugs. Worldwide, the 
moral baggage surrounding these two topics makes us reluctant to think about 
HIV and to stigmatize those who are infected. In the vacuum created, HIV 
flourishes in our denial. 


| can’t help continuing to think in evolutionary terms—cultural change can be 
thought of as a sort of fast evolution—and changing the way we think and 
respond is probably our best chance of success. HIV reproduces and mutates 
much faster than we do—it adapts to the drugs that we throw at it (which are 
toxic, killing our people too—just more slowly). The communities that are willing 
to change how they think are the ones that are going to survive. What other 
infection can we say that about? It’s ironic that our most serious infectious threat 
is the one that we have the most individual power to combat. The progression 
of HIV could be stopped with a social act of will. What other life-threatening 
illnesses could we say that about? 


In Canada it’s hard to think of HIV and AIDS as the “most serious health threat 
that our species has encountered” and it’s true that in the 
Canadian population the rates of heart disease or cancer 
kill far more people. However, in the rest the world, rates 
of infection are exploding. Human beings are not cogni- 
tively designed to be able to process large numbers—the 
difference between seven and eight, yeah we can handle 
that, OK, but the difference between seven-digit numbers 
and eight-digit numbers...it's more than we can get our 
heads around. So | won't use the mind-numbing stats. |’ll 
keep it within the ranges that we can easily grasp. Imagine 
your extended family of ten people. Four of them have 
HIV and will die in the next few years. Probably a couple 
more will contract the virus within that time. Imagine your 
office at work—maybe thirty people—but ten of them 
have HIV. 


In some respects, the virus itself is not as much a 
problem as the repercussions. The majority of new 
infections are in people under the age of thirty—that 
means young parents and people in their most productive 
period of life. The staggering number of children orphaned 
by AIDS will rise to [the equivalent of] more than half the 
population of Canada by 2010. The demographic group 
required to feed, clothe and educate those orphans is 
exactly the group hardest hit by AIDS and requiring care 
themselves. In some places in Africa, the average life 
expectancy is expected to drop below thirty-five years 
old. Try to imagine a functioning community, culture or economy where eighteen 
is middle-aged. Or where one to two out of every four people are not capable 
of taking care of themselves. It’s impossible—we are witnessing a collapse of 
unprecedented proportions. 


Making Postcards 


Unfortunately, still one of the most common beliefs both here and in the 
stricken populations themselves is that people who get HIV deserve it and that 
moral, productive, upstanding citizens won't be affected. Some even go so far as 
to suggest that AIDS a good thing—that it’s ridding us of the undesirable 
segments of society. That’s HIV exploiting our culture against us again; first 
appearing and continuing to be most successful amongst marginalized 
populations of men who have sex with men, drug users, and the poor have 
allowed HIV to remain highly stigmatized, which is arguably the single largest 


Sex, Drugs and HIV 


barrier to combating the transmission of the virus. 


HIV/AIDS is a complex issue both locally and globally; however, that 
complexity allows us more access points to make a difference. Changing 
attitudes and behaviours is a difficult task for sure, but it can be done. It is true 
that we have more individual power to combat HIV/AIDS than any other serious 
illness. The Tipi of Courage—a program supported by the Red Cross that 
focused on combating HIV/AIDS in aboriginal communities throughout western 
Canada—has a good working model: start with the individual. By building 
stronger individuals, we create stronger families. By building stronger families, 
we will build stronger communities; you can’t start backwards and expect that 
the communities are going to build stronger individuals. 


You don’t have to get on a plane and fly to Africa to fight HIV/AIDS, nor do 
you have to give away your life savings. In rough order of importance, here are 
some concrete actions you can easily do to contribute; decide what level is 
appropriate for you and commit yourself to it. Consider moving on to another 
action later on. 


1 Protect yourself. Get tested. Always use condoms. Never share needles. Take 
care of your health, and if you need help, ask for it. 


2 Educate yourself. Make sure you have your facts straight about HIV 
transmission, and challenge how you feel about people infected with HIV. Try 
not to turn-off when you see the stats on the news or in the papers. Do a 
couple of web searches and get an idea of the breadth of information available. 


3 Talk positively about sex, drugs and HIV with your family and friends, even if 
just in casual conversation. Challenge stigmas and information that you 
encounter. It might be awkward at times, but not as awkward as living with HIV. 


4 Contribute (time or money) to your local HIV/AIDS service organizations. 


Contribute (time or money) to a national or international organization 
fighting HIV/AIDS globally. 


6 Write a letter to your representative. 


Even if all you are in a position to do is to protect 
yourself, that’s a significant accomplishment—if 
everyone did those simple things, we'd nearly 
achieve our goal. 


It’s Time to Act: Mobilizing Young Canadians Around 
HIV/AIDS is a project of the United Nations 
Association of Canada that includes ten regional 
Youth Forums across Canada to raise awareness and 
empower youth in their communities. Sophie 
Wertheimer, a graduate student at the University of 
Calgary organized Calgary's forum (which was first 
covered in the March 2006 issue of Outlooks). The 
two days of the forum were a moving and empow- 
ering experience that included a number of speakers 
and workshops, addressing the issue of HIV and 
AIDS from as many angles as possible. We heard 
from people living with and/or fighting HIV/AIDS 
locally and globally. We explored the issues through 
film, discussion and art. We learned about the social 
determinants of health and HIV and we left with 
concrete personal commitments to take action. 
Using this space to help raise awareness was one of 
mine. 


| would like to thank the UNAC, Sophie 
Wertheimer and all those involved in making It’s Time 
to Act happen. It is of great comfort that there are 
people in our society willing to devote the time and effort to organizing the rest 
of our efforts, making it possible for us to contribute despite our myriad other 
commitments in life. It is mainly because of people like them that we have a 
chance to succeed. W 


Here are some further resources you might consider checking out: 
aidscalgary.org, unac.org, aidsactionsida.org, 
leadingtogether.ca, theglobalfund.org, who.int/3by5/en/ 
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100 
employment 


THE ORIGINALS since 1996 ! 
The worlds largest live GAY online 
adult entertainment company is 

looking for some additional new hot 
models for our Toronto Studios. 

Full Time / Part Time / Live In 

positions available. 

We are known for BoysCondo, 
GuysCondo, Flirt 4 Free, OurGuys, 
PragueBuddies, RainBowMag, 
Canadian Male, GayBio, GayToronto, 
BoyCondoTV on PrideVision and 
more. 

Apply online at: 
http://boyscondo.com/talent.htm 
E-Mail 
talent@northernexposed.com 

Or call Adam noon to midnight: 

416-881-2955 
Transportation subsidies available 
to successful applicants 


200 
real estate 


WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM 
FREE Buyers Assistance 
FREE Sellers Market Analysis 
FREE Relocation Kit 
any city USA/ Canada or Mexico 
No cost or obligation to be 
represented! 


203 
shared 


accommodation 


ROOMMATE WANTED 
Looking for Flight Attendant to share a 
d/t condo in Calgary. $500 per month 

which includes fully furnished room with 
TV, DVD, VHS & stereo. $250 DD. Call 
Richard at 403-228-1512 


Shared 2 bedroom condo in 
Kensington. Close to SAIT, University 
and transit system. Mature, quiet, 
non-smoking male $375 + DD call 
Rick in Calgary 403-270-7238 


BUY, 
SELL OR 
TRADE. 
TAKE OUT A CLASSIFIED 
a) 
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204 


accommodation 


y “Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


11" Street 
Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 7 YEARS. 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 


206 
vacation rentals 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: O11 52 


(322) 222-6695, tel:O11 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pynet.com.mx One block 


from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 
conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 
daily 9am-Spm (CT). 


* 


305 
general sales 


Best Video and DVD for sale and rent! 
New releases and hard to find classics. 
EXPRESS 
VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton,AB TSK ONS, 3 
Ph:780-482-7480. 


E-mail: exec.express @shaw.ca 
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Edmonton massage 


Acu massage Edmonton 
Experienced registered massage 
therapist. Specializing in relaxation 
and pain relief massage. For appt. 
phone Dwayne (780) 483-3190 
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calgary massage 


RELAXATION MASSAGE 
www.Markmassage.cjb.net 
Male or Female Welcome 


Call Mark in Calgary 
403.630.8048 


Treat yourself to a 
Professional 


Relaxation Massage 
Male to Male 
by Appointment Only 
20 years experience 
Swedish, Shiatsu, 
Healing Hands 
Daniel (403) 510-7572 


vancouver massage 


PACIFICA 


BODY WOR K §$ 


BC’s best 
all-male 
massage 


Noon - 10PM 
Daily 


Free Parking 
Air-conditioned 


ween “Better Than Sex (TM)” 
men purr: nurturing sensuous full- : 
body Tantric massage by California- ¢ 
certified connoisseur of touch. : 
Individual sessions, lessons, : 
workshops 604-682-3269 Ext. 9466 
www.growinghealthier.com - 


Visa / MC 
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402 
friends 


Looking for a gay partner. Lama 
young Ghanaian boy with smooth body 
black in color, age 22 looking for male 
gay partner for long term relationship. 

Reply to: 
Richard Ndeahel 
P.O. Box 1058 
Sunyani - B.A-R. Ghana, W/A 


FRUSTRATED BY BDSM 
E-MAIL DREAMERS? 

A letter takes more effort, respondents 
are more serious. Experienced Master, 
B/D interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slaye scene, seeks 


slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial 
period (weekend or ? ). Write with phone 
and/or postal address to Box 0899. 
No e-mail! Serious only 


A ghanian young slim guy. Good 
looking, single, interested in travel and 
music. I would like to meet a guy for 
possible friendship, hot pics. 
All letters answered. 
AB 
PO Box 1775 
Sunyani B/A 
Ghana, West Affrica 


I am a Ghanaian guy, 27 years old. 
I like reading, gardening, singing and 
traveling. I wish to correspond with 
females and males of all ages living 
anywhere. All letters will be 
answered. 
PO Box 1084 
Sunyani Brong Ahafo 
Ghana, West Africa 
e-mail: anassthunder@yahoo.co.uk 


Honest, intelligent, nice-looking 
man 26 years old, 177cm, 74kg 
with university education, good 
health and body. Enjoys 
literature, music, nature, art, 
travels, sport. Seeks man for 
meetings, friendship and good 
relationship for long time. Please 
write to: Valentyn, PO Box 122, 
KIEV 03058 UKRAINE. 
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form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 
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dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


WHO'S WAITING 67 Soo no 
You?" 


FOR 


Calgary 


Vancouver 


604.257.5555 


Toronto 


416.915.4545 


Find Your Number 


general personals 


Michelangelo could... can you? 

Newly formed Calgary gay men’s life/figure 
drawing group. Professional instruction/male 
models available. Stephen1948 @shaw.ca for more 
information 


Immigration is fof 


5 &# 
We Help Make Canada Your Howe 


Get our team of hopeless 
romantics working for you... 
Friendly service, extraordinary success rates. 
We are passionate about our 
clients and seeing them happily 
united with their partners 
as fast as possible. Around the world or 
around the block, we'll help you 
bring your lover home. Find out if you qualify. 
Call us today for a free assessment. 


416-651-8889 
info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 

1377 Bathurst Street 

Toronto, ON MSR 3H8 


Members of Canadian Society of 
Immigration Consultants & CAPIC 


ONTARIO 
WHERE MEN MEET MEN 
CENTRAL SPA 
2 great locations open daily at 11 AM 
1610 Dundas Street West, Toronto (416) 588- 
6191 


401 Main Street West, Hamilton (905) 523-7636 


Large straight and bisexual client base 
www.centralspa.com 


U 


_ Outlooks is seeking attractive and outgoing 


Foreign 
Lovers 


and immigration 
I have been helping same sex couples with 
Canadian immigration since 1994 when my 
partner became a permanent resident. I 


am one of Canada's most experienced 


professionals on immigration for same sex 
couples, Let me help you and your partner 


live “happily ever after” in Canada. 


1 Gloucester Street, Suite 114B 
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 1L8 
Welcome. TO.CA@sympatico.ca 


KYLE 

24 y, smooth, attractive, versatile, 
boyish body, uncut, bubble butt, 
outcalls only 

(403) 922-9166 


701 
business services 


Bookkeeping Services 
Looking for a freelance bookkeeper? 
I am experienced with Quickbooks for 
small businesses and 
entrepeneurs including payroll and 
GST. Can be at your office or mine in 
Calgary. Call (403) 228-5703 


Cruise 


Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewA ge.com/Stargayzer 


for 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 


This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by Madam L. 
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Peter Bernier at Immigration Link 
1-888-922-9495 416-922-9495 


HOROSCOPE 


May will sweep through our life like so much Wilde wind. Will you be the 
type who finds comfort in being tethered or do you prefer to be tempest 
tossed? Just accept the bad hair days along with the breeze. 
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ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 


Proud Rams will put their best foot forward this May in an attempt to show others 
how great they are. How hard you try to impress is up to you. There may come a point, 
however, when your foot trods on the sensibilities of others. If some effete types are too 
wrapped up in themselves to notice you, just take it all in stride. Dance to your own music 
even if no one follows along. 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 


Back up your romantic words with a bit of action this May. Queer Bulls will seem 
especially good and talking ... and talking about how they feel. Yawn. Remember that 
actions speak prouder than words. And even if it seems like you are hitting a brick wall 
in your ardor, a little perseverance will work wonders ... as = | as champagne and sweets 
in large boxes. Hint, hint. 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 


Friends will lead you into all sorts of expensive mischief. But how expensive is up to 
‘ou. Pink Twins may be running with the crowd but they are funding all the action. This 
is all well and good if the activity is to your liking. However, if you find yourself compro- 
mising, it may be time to switch groups. How about hanging out with a group of well- 
endowed philanthropists? 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


Pink Crabs will think they are hot stuff around the office. And they'll behave like they 
are in charge. Are you Lay! calling the shots or are you parroting what you think the 
senior staff wants to hear? The chickens come home to roost if your authority is based 
on hot air. Quietly bank your bonus and plot an eventual revolution. No one will guard 
your interests like you alone. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 


Escape will sound like a pretty good idea. That is, until you actually start to plan it out. 
There will be times this May when proud Lions will find more relaxation at fone than 
abroad. The most important thing will be to find a quiet refuge to relax and side! 2 It 
may not make a difference if it is in Paris, Maui or the Bronx. Well ... maybe it would... 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


Queer Virgins will fall head over heels for some soulful leatherneck in May. A certain 
love affair vi shiver your timbers and shake your foundation. If you are interested in a 
connection, you can find some interesting and surprising possibilities in your current 
stable of compadres. There may be one buckaroo that is worth culling from the herd... 
that is if you are into tenderloin. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


May will present a challenge to you—how much time do you need to dedicate to your 
job and how much to relationships? Gay Libras may feel pulled and stretched in two 
different directions with each side making their non-negotiable demands. Sigh. Balance 
i everyeune sweetheart. Do what your heart tells you and you will avoid a great deal of 

eartburn. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


Stress may build to a breaking point this May. Don’t let it get the better of you. Proud 
Scorps will need to either take a long and hard look at their diet or be prepared to just 
drop it all and chill in some faraway corner of the world. Interestingly, neither option will 
pave long-term impact. Monumental change can only occur with a change of perspective. 

rr, prone...? 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


If you have been doing a few interesting things off the books like attending to 8 
muse and satisfying your creative urges, May will bring some interesting payoffs. Gay 
Archers are not best served by sticking to the straight and narrow (and who is??). 
Explore the path not taken and if you can, slow down the nine to five rat race. It’s just 
for a bunch of rats anyway. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


You'll just love to hang around the house this May. So much so, that it may create some 
tension with certain close relationships. Pink Caps can be content to plotz like couch 
potatoes every weekend night. Boring? It is for you to decide | suppose. But if you can’t 
muster even a bit of get-up-and-go, you may find that partners eventually get-up-and-go 
without you. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 


Your careful instructions may either be ignored or misunderstood this May especially 
around the office. Aqueerians who are charged with overseeing a major project will have 
their work cut out for them planetarily. It may be difficult to get things done. Instead of 
playing petty despot, try instituting a democracy. You may still be elected... if you provide 
the right stump speech. 


guys for future covers and Don’t You Wish 
features. If you are interested in applying, 
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PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


Guppies will be angling for a good time all through May. The problem is that your 


please email a recent picture of yourself | 
ersonal funds may not cover your inflated overhead. But don’t curtail your jolly times 
Because of it. Work around the problem. Try to either live within your means or find 


along with stats and contact information to 
i someone who can support you in the style in which you would like to become accus- 
main@outlooks.ca foes 
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By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


The lowering of legal and 
social barriers has made the life 
of the GLBT community more 
tolerable, unlocking closets and 
offering protection against 
outright discrimination. 


Some welcome this exodus 
from the ghetto, while others 
caution that many of the changes 
in society are only skin deep and 
equal treatment is by no means 
yet entrenched in the national 
conscience. And even if we do 
win equal treatment, the 
question remains: are we equal 
but different, a distinct society 
just like Quebec? 


Nowhere is this distinction more important than in health care, where until 
recently it was normal for GLBT clients to run into clear bias by doctors, nurses, 
aides, dentists and others. In Winnipeg, a Rainbow Resource Centre project 
known as Breaking Barriers has been trying to educate professionals about the 
barriers heterosexism and homophobia erect. These may be subtle, but they can 
limit the trust GLBT clients are able to exhibit when seeking health care. 


Opinion is very divided on whether Winnipeg needs a clinic fully dedicated to 
GLBT clients. Village Clinic Inc. used to be a major provider of GLBT health 
services and counselling, but it has since morphed into the broader Nine Circles 
Community Clinic and its focus has been on HIV and STDs. 


Many gay clients who are non-HIV have drifted away and there has been a 
strong influx of non-GLBT clients, including drug users and many aboriginal 
clients. 


A few GLBT non-HIV clients remain but the clinic can no longer be seriously 
described as primarily focused on GLBT issues. Many staff members are certainly 
not from the GLBT community, but should any of this matter? 


It should if you believe a 2004 Medical Post survey, which showed that almost 
twenty percent of current medical students still believe homosexuality is 
immoral. That suggests there’s still a long way to go in breaking down medical 
barriers. 


Chris Vogel, a longtime gay activist, thinks the problem is exaggerated and 
creating a GLBT specific clinic is no longer necessary. He says the Rainbow 
Resource Centre already keeps a list of gay positive medical professionals, 
including dentists and chiropractors. 


But Dr. Richard Smith, one of the founders of Village Clinic Inc. and now a 
physician at Nine Circles, thinks a good case can be made for a dedicated GLBT 
clinic. One reason is the need for education and research. Funds already exist 
at the University of Manitoba to provide research and learning opportunities for 
medical undergraduates wanting to familiarize themselves with GLBT health issues. 


“Right now they send them to Nine Circles but we're not set up for that and 
we are now a very mixed clinic,” says Smith, who also notes that there are many 
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Dedicated Gay Clinics Necessary? 


health problems unique to gay men, which should be studied. As examples he 
cites the incidence of anal warts and a Danish study which shows gay men have 
thirty times the risk of anal cancer as straight men. 


Smith also notes that a dedicated GLBT clinic could act as a magnet to bring 
GLBT professionals from other parts of Canada into a supportive learning, 
teaching, research and treatment environment. 


An excellent example of this is Boston’s Fenway Community Health Centre, 
which has pioneered research and treatment for the GLBT community since 
1971. Fenway offers medical care, mental health services, complementary 
therapies, education and support. It was featured in the March edition of the 
New England Journal of Medicine and operates in a diverse, multicultural area, 
taking care of the health needs of both young and old. 


Vancouver also has The Centre—a community centre rather than a clinic— 
that provides support, public education, health and social services to the GLBT 
community, using professionals and a small army of volunteers. Its Health 
Matters Project has been trying to engage health and social service providers in 
understanding the needs of the community more accurately. 


Nationally the group known as GLBT Meds Canada, started by a group of 
medical students at the University of Toronto in 1995, is addressing some of the 
same problems. Its aim is to de-stigmatize homosexuality in medicine and to 
speak out against ignorance and prejudice in the medical field. Its members have 
published many articles on the subject, including some in mainstream medical journals. 


It now has hundreds of members. Most are in Ontario but they claim members 
in every medical school in the country and they network with international 
GLBT medical professionals who are trying to break down medical prejudices. 


Dr. Anne Durcan is coordinator of the Alan Klass Memorial Program for 
Health Equity at the University of Manitoba. The fund is designed to offer training 
for medical students and to improve health outcomes for minorities facing 
barriers due to race, gender, social/financial status or sexual orientation. She 
thinks money from the fund could be used as seeding to attract research grants 
from others interested in promoting GLBT medical research and training.A clinic 
that acts as a GLBT centre of medical excellence and training would be ideal for 
Winnipeg. 

Dr. Durcan thinks it’s a shame Winnipeg has no specific GLBT health centre 
where medical students could learn first-hand about the socio-economic and 
health issues of the community. “Having medical staff understand the problems 
the community faces does help because there is a direct connection to health 
problems, such as addictions, depression and so on,” she says. “I wish the 
government would give this a higher priority.” 


For now, the government doesn’t seem to be listening. Dr. Smith at Nine 
Circles thinks the push for a dedicated clinic needs to come from the GLBT 
community itself, along with medical students and professionals who might want 
to work in such an environment. 


He’s keen to see if this trial balloon has any support, gets shot down or just 
flutters to the ground through apathy or indifference. W 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s and The Financial 
Post. He has written for most major magazines and newspapers in Canada as well as 
broadcasting on the national and international networks of CBC Radio. As honorary press 
secretary to the Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba in the 1980s, Peter was awarded the 
Queen’s jubilee Medal for services to Canada in 2003. 
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Bare Encounters 
From: Raw Films 


* 4000+ GAY MOVIES! 
© 250 STUDIOS! - 
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Featuring: 
Chris Cooke, Johan Volny, Cameron Jackson, Jay Renfro, David James, Andrew Dean, 
Robbie G, Billy Slade, Ben Taylor, Justin Scott, Ben Hunter, Sebastian Court 


Running Time: |20 minutes 


Military training is a serious matter at this army base in Somerset, England where 
new recruits are trained for action to become experienced combat soldiers. 
Naturally, the new recruits are eager to learn and the more senior officers are happy 
to teach all the aspects of military life—based on their very personal experiences at 
war and during peacetime. 


The training exercises are realistic, with mortar and shellfire disrupting the 
peaceful English countryside. Officer James Grant is heading back to the base in the 
commanding officer’s jeep after a successful military exercise when the driver, Andre 
O’Layton, suggests a very British tea break first. During their conversation over a 
cuppa, James learns that Andre is in the military because his Dad thought it would 
“straighten” him out. However, James explains the military is more gay than he or his 
Dad might imagine. 


Now, with a smile on his face, Andre demands that James give some more details. 
The stories begin with James’ reason for joining the army. He lived near a military 
base and one day while wondering through the countryside, James happened across 
two new recruits from the army camp making out in the bushes. One of these cadets 


Featuring: Johan Volny, Cameron Jackson, Eric Paver, Jay Renfro, Ronnie 
Badell, Billy Jay, Jack Rays, Jim Lee, Roger Venturi, Marko Velny, Tomas Piers, Jack 
Black, Erik Lenn, David Owen, Tony Peck 


Runnung Time: 105 minutes 


This futuristic movie is set in the year 2070 when the whole earth is under 
the influence of the X Syndrome. As the story unfolds it becomes apparent 
how this strange syndrome is affecting everyone as it spreads rapidly from one 
person to another. This strange malaise creates an addiction to sex that is 
insatiable—it has to be satisfied whenever and wherever the urge strikes. Each 
scene from the movie reveals more evidence that the X Syndrome is taking 
over the earth. 


Young Jack Rays is just arriving home at his apartment building when he runs 
into his neighbour Tomas, whom he hasn't seen in a long time. Tomas is in a 
hurry to get home and won’t even stop for a chat. Later Jack decides to spy 
on his friend in an attempt to discover why he was in such a hurry. He 
discovers Tomas enjoying the physical attributes of Erik Lenn as they both 
submit to the X Syndrome effects. But Jack doesn’t realise how infectious this 
disease can be and how his espionage escapade will change his life. 


Back in his own apartment, Jack decides it’s time for some sleep—but he 
dreams only of sex and wanders around the apartment building looking for a 
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was Tom Schwarz and James instantly fell in love and lust with the perfect, well-hung, 
muscular body before his eyes. James immediately joined the army and began a long 
search in vain to find Tom and express his feelings. 


Even though he never found Tom, there were enough hot stories that James recalls 
in colourful detail to make both Andre and James extremely horny, stimulated by 
several good cups of tea. The inevitable happens on the hood of the jeep as these two 
hot studs surrender to their afternoon passion. Andre learns one of his first lessons 
about life in the military—and who is in command. 


However, they are caught in the act and James, as the senior officer, faces court 
martial for taking advantage of his authority over the young 
recruit. His punishment is twenty-eight days in the brig to 
encourage celibacy. 


Although the punishment seems serious at first, it turns 
into a pleasant experience when his cellmate turns out to 
be the love of his life Tom Schwarz. The long search is over, 
James is ready to accept his punishment with great delight, 
and Tom is happy to deliver some military discipline. 

Review sponsored by Express Video 
#202 ~ 11745 jesper Avenue, Edmonton 
{780}482-7480  exec.express@shaw.ca 


partner. Alone in the basement, he is surprised when he is joined by Billy Jay, 
the superintendent of the building. Billy demands to know why Jack is there 
and very soon the two discover they both have the same problem and sex is 
top of the agenda. Horse-hung Billy seduces Jack who submits willingly to the 
massive bulge in Billy’s pants. Jack is in awe when Billy drops his jeans. The X 
Syndrome takes over making anything possible between these two hot studs. 


The entire building seems to be under the Syndrome’s influence. When an 
unsuspecting appliance repairman, Jim Lee, arrives at Marko Velny’s suite to 
repair the fridge, an unexpected hot encounter follows. The repairs take mere 
minutes to complete but Marko takes a great deal of time to pay for the job. A 
friend arrives by surprise and with the kitchen table ready for the lusty feast 
the threesome explodes. Jim reveals he has the best and the biggest tool for 
this job and proves he really is good with domestic 
problems. 


Shot on location in Amsterdam and the Czech 
Republic, these testosterone-filled young Eastern 
European studs are ready to submit to the X Syndrome 
in a series of explosive sexual encounters. 


BODIES: tok-tetetok 
ACTION: tok kta 
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